



Making an EDUCATED guess using what you know & what you read in the story! 

Being a good detective & using clues from the reading!

Making Inferences
FCAT Question Stems: 
"You can infer that _____"  
"You can conclude that____"
"What is the most likely reason that_________________?" 
"The reader can tell that (character) ________?" 
"What lesson does (character) learn from (event)?" 
"(Character) would probably ______________________. "
"From the article/selection, what can the reader tell about ______________?"
"Why would (character) probably (do action in story)?" 
"What will most likely happen to _________(character)?"
What would probably _____?
What might have ______?
You can probably determine from _____that......
Which of these probably not _________?
What will _____ probably do?
What is the problem (conflict) in the story?
Why might it be surprising that _______?
Why did the main character say, "______?"
From the passage, you can tell that....


Making Predictions
FCAT Question Stems: 
"Predict what would probably occur if _________________________"  
"Using details from the text, how do you feel the problem will end?"
What will ____ probably do next?
What do you think will probably happen next?
What would have happened if?


Author’s Purpose is the REASON an author writes!

Author’s Purpose is as easy as PIE!
Persuade~ you to buy something, do something, or believe something.

Inform~ Teach you about something, non-fiction.

Entertain~ Tell a story, something funny.



The main idea of a paragraph tells the topic of the paragraph. The topic tells what all or most of the sentences are about.
The other sentences in the paragraph are called details. Details describe or explain the main idea.
The main idea is like the table-the most important idea.

The supporting details are the legs that hold the table up.

Recalling Facts & Details
FCAT Question Stems: 
Who____What____When___Where_____Why____How____?
When did _________ happen?
In this story, who did ___________?
What was the name of __________?
Which of these events did not happen?
Who is the main character?
Which of these are details/facts from the story?
Which of these is not a fact?
According to the story.....Who? What? When? Where? How?
Which sentence is a fact mentioned in the story?


· Compare words: same, both, alike, too, also
· Contrast words: unlike, but, however, whereas, on the other hand, different, instead
FCAT Question Stems: 
"In the passage, the _____ is compared to_____" 
"What is the difference between...and...?"
"How are...and...similar?"
What advantage did _____ have over _____?
Why did _____ than _____?
Why does the author compare the _____ to _____?
What do _____ and _____ have in common?
In what way is this “_____” an appropriate comparison?
How is _____ similar/dissimilar to _____?
How is _____ like/unlike _____?
How is _____ both similar and different from _____?


· Cause is the WHY

· Effect is the WHAT Happened
FCAT Question Stems: 
"According to the passage, which of the following is a result of______"
What happened when ______?
According to the story, ____ did not ______ because......
What caused _______?
Why did __________?


FCAT Question Stems: 
"Which of the following best summarizes the passage?"
"Which is the best title for this passage?"
"Which sentence summarizes the information in the second paragraph?"
"Which sentence best completes the summary?"
"Which of these is the best summary of the story?"
"Which is the best summary?"
"Which of the following best completes/finishes the summary above?"
What would be a good summary for this story?
Which of these best describes the meaning of the story?
Which of these would be the best summary of the story?


	Almost every story has a problem.
This is called the plot. The plot has three parts


	A character with
a problem. 
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	A character tries to solve the problem
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	The problem is solved.
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A FACT can be proven.

An OPINION is what someone thinks, feels, or believes.

· To see if something is a fact, ask yourself, 
“Can this statement be proved?
· To check for opinions, ask yourself, 
“Does this tell a thought or feeling?”  
“Would the statement be true all of the time?”
· Look for clue words such as: 
feel, believe, always, never, none, 
most, least, best, and worst 
· FCAT Question Stems: 
"Which of these is an opinion expressed in the passage?"
Which of these is not a fact from the story?
Which of these did not happen in the story?
Which of these are facts from the story?
Which of these sentences tells an opinion?


* The order in which things happen in a story.

FCAT Question Stems: 
"Which of these happened first?  last?   before___?  after____?
What event happened at the beginning of the story?
What event happened at the middle of the story?
What event happened at the end of the story?
Which of these happened first?
What happened after _____?
Which of these did not happen in the story?
Which of these sentences would you most likely find a t the beginning of the story?
Which of these sentences would most likely be at the end of the story?
Which sentence would most likely come next?
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	Alliteration  
	The repetition of usually initial consonant sounds in two or more neighboring words or syllables  
	The wild and woolly walrus waits and wonders when we'll walk by.  

	Assonance  
	A resemblance of sound in words or syllables  
	holy & stony  

and 

Fleet feet sweep by sleeping geese. 

	Cliché  
	A word or phrase that has become overly familiar or commonplace  
	No pain, no gain 

	Hyperbole  
	Big exaggeration, usually with humor  
	mile-high ice-cream cones  

	Idiom  
	The language peculiar to a group of people  
	She sings at the top of her lungs. 

	Metaphor  
	Comparing two things by using one kind of object or using in place of another to suggest the likeness between them.  
	Her hair was silk .  

	Onomatopoeia  
	Naming a thing or an action by imitating the sound associated with it.  
	buzz, hiss, roar, woof  

	Personification  
	Giving something human qualities  
	The stuffed bear smiled as the little boy hugged him close.  

	Simile  
	A figure of speech comparing two unlike things that is often introduced by like or as  
	The sun is like a yellow ball of fire in the sky. 




Making an EDUCATED guess using what you know & what you read in the story! 

Being a good detective & using clues from the reading!

FCAT Question Stems: 
"You can infer that _____"  
"You can conclude that____"
"What is the most likely reason that_________________?" 
"The reader can tell that (character) ________?" 
"What lesson does (character) learn from (event)?" 
"(Character) would probably ______________________. "
"From the article/selection, what can the reader tell about ______________?"
"Why would (character) probably (do action in story)?" 
"What will most likely happen to _________(character)?"
What would probably _____?
What might have ______?
You can probably determine from _____that......
Which of these probably not _________?
What will _____ probably do?
What is the problem (conflict) in the story?
Why might it be surprising that _______?
Why did the main character say, "______?"
From the passage, you can tell that....


1) explain: to state reasons for; to make clear, plain, or understandable

2) section: a part or division of a book, newspaper, or article, etc.

3) final: of or coming at the end; last; concluding (the final chapter)

4) paragraph: a distinct section or subdivision of a passage, usually dealing with a particular point: it is begun on a new line, often indented

5) details: any of the small parts that go to make up something; item; particularly a paragraph

6) resolve: to reach as a decision or intention

7) conflict: sharp disagreement or opposition, as of interests or ideas; clash

8) passage: a short segment of a written work or speech

9) inform: to give information

10) fact: a thing that has actually happened or that is really true

11) opinion: a belief not based on absolute certainty or positive knowledge but on what seems true, valid, or probable to one's own mind; judgment

12) emphasize: to give emphasis to; give special force or prominence to; stress

13) support: to show or tend to show to be true; help prove, vindicate, or corroborate

14) author: a writer of a book, article, etc.

15) emotion: any specific strong feeling

16) compare: to examine in order to observe or discover similarities

17) consider: to think about in order to understand or decide; ponder

18) sequence: the following of one thing after another in chronological, causal, or logical order; succession or continuity

19) article: a complete piece of writing, as a report or essay, that is part of a newspaper, magazine, or book

20) describe: give a detailed account of

21) persuade: to cause to do something by reasoning, urging, or inducement

22) predictions: thoughts or actions that could continue beyond the passage into the future

23) conclusions: a common type of inference skill you form judgment or opinion based on the details in a passage

24) inference: making connections between the various information given

25) author's purpose: the reason the author wrote the passage

26) author's attitude: a tone of voice worked into a piece of writing just as in a tone of voice when someone is speaking aloud

27) contrast: the difference between two or more objects

28) generalizations: the specific type of inference in which you formulate a general rule based on the data provided

Examples:

* Most men like to play golf.

* Usually people buy popcorn at the movie theatre.

Clue words: Most, usually, often, generally, all, many, sometimes.

29) Synonym: Words with similar meanings.

Example: Pretty and beautiful.

30) Antonym: Words with opposite meanings.

Example: Hot and cold.


	A PREFIX is a word part that comes at the beginning of a root or base word.

	Prefix
	Meaning
	Examples

	1. re-
	again, back
	review, restart, retrain

	2. non-
	not, no
	non-profit, nondairy, nonsense

	3. dis-
	opposite of, not, exclude
	disinterest, disobey, disapprove

	4. mis-
	wrong
	misunderstand, misquote, misconduct

	5. pre-
	before
	prefix, preview, preheat

	6. un-
	not, against, opposite
	untie, unable, unlimited

	7. uni-
	one
	unicycle, uniform

	8. bi-
	two
	bicycle, biped, biennial

	9. e-, ex-
	out, out of, from
	emit, expel, excite

	10. in-, im-, il
	in, into
	instead, import, illogical

	11. il-, im-, in-, ir-
	not, in
	illegible, imposter, inaction, irresolute

	A SUFFIX is a word part that comes at the end of a root or base word.

	Suffix
	Meaning
	Examples

	1. –tion, -ition, -ation
	action or state
	irritation, vibration, action, 

	2. –able, ible
	able to be
	manageable, defensible

	3. -ness
	quality
	happiness, sadness, likeness, 

	4. –er, -or, 
	one who
	teacher, sculptor, writer

	5. –y, -ful
	full of
	soapy, wishful

	6. –ance, -ence
	relating to
	resistance, independence
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